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The men who successfully skied to
the North Pole in 2006 agree it was
a brutal, often demoralizing grind:
Dropped on the polar ice cap, rac-
ing against time to reach the pole
on shifting ice, crossing open gaps
of frigid water, all the while wary of
polar bear attacks.

And now, two years later, the
group is preparing to head south.
Way south — to the South Pole in
Antarctica, a continent labelled
“the most inhospitable place on
earth.” 

The first polar odyssey by five lo-
cal businessmen raised $460,000
for nutrition and music school pro-
grams for inner city kids, and other
charities for kids in need. The new
campaign is called South Pole for
Kids, with all proceeds once again
going directly to  programs benefit-
ting kids in need. 

The team leaves for Antarctica at
the start of December. The mem-
bers are: Fred Losani, Mark
MacLennan, Steven Perigord, Steve
Stipsits and Peter Turkstra. They
are all in their mid-40s and will be
joined by California-based adven-
turer Doug Stoup, who has visited
both poles several times, and also
led a trip down the Amazon river. 

Mark MacLennan had a chance to
go to the North Pole last time, but
decided against it because he didn’t
feel he was fit enough to make it. He
has hit a workout regimen hard for
this trip.

“I’m the rookie,” MacLennan said
with a grin. “I was proud (of the
team) last time, all the fundraising

for the kids. I thought ‘Wow, this
time around, I’m doing it.’”

Turkstra said it might be the last
kick at such a venture for the group,
given the time and money required
to organize the logistics of both the
fundraising campaign and the ex-
cursion. (They pay the entire cost

of the polar trips out of their own
pockets.) 

“It has been so nice to be involved
in something that ended up like
this, with all the efforts of the vol-
unteers, and everyone in the com-
munity who gave for the benefit of
the kids. It has been great.”

For example, St. Mary school on
McNab Street was one of 10 inner-
city schools from the Catholic
board to share $107,000 of the
North Pole funds for a student nu-
trition program. Principal Jerry
Crapsi said they were extremely
grateful for  the support, which he

said has led directly to healthier
and more attentive students. 

He is excited about the South
Pole campaign as well.

“(Fundraising) support for the
next trip is important to sustain the
nutrition program,” he added.

In 2006 the expedition team felt
pressure to reach the pole against
all odds, because of the charitable
drive and the kids following their
progress back home. (For the South
Pole excursion, classrooms can
once again follow the team’s
progress by registering for inclu-
sion in The Hamilton Spectator’s
Newspaper in Education South
Pole Expedition for Kids Program.)

The 2008 journey begins with a
flight to the southern tip of Chile,
then a six-hour flight to Antarctica,
then yet another six-hour flight to
set down on the ice 97 nautical
miles (200 km) from the South Pole
itself, and ski two weeks to the pole.
The dropoff spot is where legendary
explorer Ernest Shackleton halted
his 1909 expedition due to nasty
weather.

The South Pole trip will be much
colder and windier than the North
Pole — Antarctica is the coldest,
driest place on earth. Adventurers
have been known to get socked in
for days at a time by the winds, and
also face deep crevices in ice cover-
ing the continent that is four to five
kilometres thick in places.

To learn more about the cam-
paign or how to contribute, go to:
southpoleforkids.ca

jwells@thespec.com
905-526-3515

A team of polar opposites
Local businessmen to again raise money for inner-city programs
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Mark MacLennan, Steven Perigord and Peter Turkstra are three of the five men training for the polar odyssey.

BY ERIC McGUINNESS

Marble was never really in the running. 
Council’s choice for the outside of City

Hall came down to a rock — limestone — and
something harder — concrete.

It chose sandblasted white concrete at an
estimated price of $66 per square foot over
Adair blue-grey limestone at $127 a square
foot to avoid adding $2.5 million to the reno-
vation project now expected to cost $73.9
million.

Councillor Scott Duvall made it clear that
white Georgia marble costing $192 a square
foot hasn’t been in the budget since 2005,
even though that was the year council desig-
nated City Hall under the Ontario Heritage
Act, listing marble as one of the features
making it worthy of designation.

Heritage planners made a case for new
marble, but the construction consortium in
charge proposed substituting the sort of
limestone used on the Canadian Embassy in
Washington, D.C., quarried in Wiarton. It
said limestone also symbolizes quality and
permanence and has natural veining like the
marble and is less likely to show stains from
industrial air pollution and vehicle exhaust.

Mayor Fred Eisenberger favoured the lime-
stone, suggesting the money come out of a
$48-million provincial grant, noting that
council had allocated $5 million of that mon-
ey for unspecified strategic initiatives and 
$5 million for unspecified economic devel-
opment projects next year.

But he ended up on the losing end of a 10-4
vote last week.

The majority sided with Councillor Lloyd
Ferguson who compared a sample precast
concrete panel to marble on the west wall of
City Hall and said, “The untrained eye won’t
see a difference.”

The mayor said: “We don’t put marble on
our sidewalks. We shouldn’t put concrete on
City Hall.” 

Russ Powers said: “I know what I want. I
can’t afford it.”

Chad Collins said: “For me this is really a
no-brainer. Affordability it the heart of the
issue.”

Downtown Councillor Bob Bratina said the
price of a renovated City Hall with 200,000
square feet of office space is now almost 
$75 million and the cost of renting 60,000
square feet in the renovated Lister Block 
$25 million — giving the city 260,000 square
feet for $100 million. For that, the city could
have already built a new, 400,000-square-
foot building big enough for all its staff.

Bratina said the city also could have picked
up one of the two CIBC towers at King and
James for $19 million and the Hamilton City
Centre mall for $3 million, giving it more
than 400,000 square feet for $21 million.

He voted against the concrete, saying: “To
me, it would be ridiculous not to put marble
back. To put concrete defies belief.”

emcguinness@thespec.com
905-526-4650

Affordability wins
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In November 2006, dozens of Hershey prod-
ucts were recalled after salmonella was
found at the company’s plant in Smiths Falls.

In 2007, some of the chocolate was stolen
from a Toronto recycling depot that was sup-
posed to dispose of it. 

This is the second time in two years choco-
late from the Hershey recall has shown up in
Hamilton. In 2007, Hershey Peanut Butter
Cups were discovered by Mountain Sec-
ondary School students in a dumpster behind
a nearby variety store that had been closed. 

Symptoms of salmonella include serious
and sometimes deadly infections in young

children and the elderly, and high fever, se-
vere headache, vomiting, nausea and diar-
rhea in healthy people. 

As of Saturday, there were no confirmed
illnesses linked to the recalled products. 

A call to Hamilton’s medical officer of health
was not returned by deadline last night.

For information about the Hersey products
recall: 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency: 
1-800-442-2342 or inspection.gc.ca; Her-
shey Canada: 1-800-468-1714.

ejohns@thespec.com
905-526-3214

No confirmed illnesses tied to recalled products
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WE ARE YOUR

FOR

TOILETS

2372 BARTON ST. E., HAMILTON 
905-560-0061

�
PLUMBING
 CENTRE

www. plumbingcentre.com
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SAT I S FACT ION GUARANTEED

Valid until Nov. 30/08

$249each
$249each

DENTURES
905•318•7703

MOTORCYCLE
LEATHERS

Ontario’s Largest Selection
of Quality Canadian Made
Bristol Motorcycle Leathers

SALE
Jackets & Chaps from $99.95

157 KING ST. E. AT MARY 
DOWNTOWN HAMILTON (905)523-1744

www.leathers.ca
MON-THURS: 9:30-6PM

FRI: 9:30-9PM
SAT: 9:30-6PM • SUN: 12-4PM
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Reserve now and you will receive a central air
absolutely free. 

This is a great opportunity to replace your 
old inefficient furnace and air conditioner 
with hi efficiency and greatly reduce 

your utility bill. 

Call today to book an appointment with our 
Professional Home Comfort Advisors.

LIMITED TIME OFFER. 
LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE.

Purchase a Hi Efficiency Furnace and Receive a 

FREE CENTRAL AIR 
Plus: NO Payment NO Interest For 6 Months O.A.C.

Financing Available 
* Call For Details * 

970 Upper James St.  

905 385-2800
www.aireone.com 

Burlington 905-632-0505 • Branford 519-756-3200

*Free central air

as low as 
$3995 

per month 
o.a.c.

Up to 
$1950 

Government & 

Hydro Cash Back
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OVER 60,000 OVER 60,000 
SATISFIED SATISFIED 

CUSTOMERSCUSTOMERS

THE    
BIGGEST 
 SALE 
  EVER!

9 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

9 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

(Installation Extra)
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